
 

 

 

Save paper and receive this  
newsletter electronically! 

Email knoxcoilswcd@gmail.com with “Newsletter”  
in the subject line. 

This newsletter is also available on our website,  
https://knoxcountyilswcd.wixsite.com/knox 

IL SWCD Funding Update 
 

IL SWCDs are running on a state FY 2001 funding budget!  
 

Recent history of SWCD State Funding for Knox Co. SWCD  
Operations income has been... 
 FY17—$38,374.23 received January 2017 
 FY18—$39,730.24 received April 2018 
 FY19—$102,838.36 received partial in 4/2018 & 11/2019 
 FY20—$40,721.65 received April 2020 
 FY21—$40,721.65 received May 2021 
 FY22—$81,958.76 received May 2022 
 FY23—$81,958.76 received in June 2023 

 FY24—$81,958.76 received partial Feb. ‘24 & June ‘24 

 FY25—$43,990.00 received in June 2025 

 FY26—$43,990.00 in approved state budget, not released yet 
 

SWCDs care for the natural resource needs of all of Illinois’ 102 
counties...Over 37M acres… Their creation was hastened by a pub-
lic awakening to the ravages of soil erosion during the dust storms 
of the 1930's. The Knox County SWCD was formed July 27, 1944.  
 

IL SWCDs are primarily funded through the IL Dept of Ag: Part-
ners For Conservation (PFC) Grant line item. Please contact your 
State Legislators to restore us to level funding from last year, our 
level for the past three years.

Knox County State Legislators include; 
36th District, Senator, Michael W. Halpin, 309.297.4483 

RepHalpin@gmail.com  
47th District, Senator Neil Anderson, 309.230.7584 

senatorneilanderson@gmail.com  
71th District, Representative Dan Swanson, 309.334.7474  

swanson@ilhousegop.org  
93rd District, Representative Travis Weaver, 217.782.8152,  

travis@weaverforillinois.us  
94th District, Representative Norine Hammond, 309.836.2707,  

rephammond@macomb.com 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
• Director Nominations - Page 2 
• Sanford Scholarship Recipient - 

Page 5 
• Fish Sale Order Forms - Page 5 
• Tree/Plant Order Form -Page 7 

KNOX COUNTY SWCD 
Knox County Soil & Water Conservation District 
233 S. Soangetaha Road, Galesburg, IL  61401 ~ (309) 342-5138 ext. 3 

(above) Active management has taken place on this Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contract for this upland bird habitat (cp38E-2) in Knox County.  
Contact the Farm Service Agency to inquire about this practice on your farm. Orange Township. July 2025. 

It is the belief of this organization that the Knox County Soil & Water Conservation District is to be the respected leader in  
education and motivating those innovators who conserve our natural resources for the present and future generations. 

https://knoxcountyilswcd.wixsite.com/knox  



 

 

Office Staff 

(left to right) Jennifer Delpierre, Kindra Pruett, Katie Ingle, 
Kara Downin, Emma Molburg, Nicole Miller, & Tim 

Blackwell 
 

Knox County SWCD Staff 
Katie Ingle, Administrative & Education Coordinator 

Kara Downin, Resource Conservationist 
 
 

NRCS Field Office Staff 
(Knox, Warren, and Henderson Counties) 

Kindra Pruett, (acting) District Conservationist 
Jennifer Delpierre, Soil Conservationist 
Emma Molburg, Soil Conservationist 

Brandi Woolam, Natural Resource Specialist 
 
 

Partners 
Tim Blackwell, IDOA Conservation Planner 

Evan Laws, PF Farm Bill Biologist 
Regan Baker, NGRREC Land Conservation Specialist 

 
 

NRCS Area Office 
Nicole Miller, NRCS Program Support Assistant 

 
 

Knox County SWCD Directors 
George Cummings, Chairman 

Brian Friedrich, Vice Chairman 
Chris Bewley, Secretary 
Dave Asbury, Treasurer 
A.J. Harland, Director 

 
 

Knox County SWCD Associate Directors 
       Frank Hopkins                   Tom Hoben                        
       Bruce Pecenka                     Ted Mottaz 
       Terry Leafgreen               Joan Whitney  
       Don Moffitt              Tyler Main 
       Monica Stevens  
         

  Field Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

Appointments are encouraged,  
as staff are often in the field. 

Board meetings are typically held the third  
Wednesday of each month. Please call ahead to  
confirm meeting time. The public is invited and  

encouraged to attend. 
Knox County SWCD offers all programs and services 
without regard to color, nationality, religion, sex, age,  

marital status, disability or political beliefs. Knox  
County SWCD is an equal opportunity employer. 

The Knox County SWCD board will have an  
election of directors at an Open House  

on Wednesday, January 21, 2026 for two 
positions to be filled starting March 1, 2026.  

 

Any landowner or occupier of land in Knox County, 
age 18 or older, may vote. Elections will take place 
at the USDA Service Center from 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m.  

SWCD Accepting Director Nominations 
The Knox County Soil and Water Conservation District is accepting nominations for three of five 
Director’s positions, for a two-year term of office.  
 

Elections will be held from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 
21, 2026 at an Open House and General Election at the SWCD office, 
233 South Soangetaha Rd, Galesburg, IL. 
 

You are eligible to be a Director if you reside in Knox County or 
own land in Knox County. You must be of legal voting age. 

 

The governing body of the SWCD consists of five elected Directors 
who shall be owners or occupiers of lands within the District. Their 
purpose is to carry out, in the public’s interest, the control/prevention of soil erosion, conservation 
of resources, and prevention of air/water pollution. Directors willingly give of their time to decide 
what natural resource and agriculture issues need to be addressed in Knox County, what action will 
be taken, and who is responsible for getting the work done. It is their duty to approve the budget 
for all funds, approve all payments made by the District, and provide for the annual audit. They 
have the responsibility for personnel management including job descriptions, performance stand-
ards, policies, as well as benefits, while providing direction, motivation, and guidance. 
 
A Director will serve a minimum of a two-year term on the SWCD board, attend monthly board 
meetings, and participate and serve on committees. SWCD Directors also review, monitor, and su-
pervise the finances, office personnel, and workload of the District; represent the SWCD, as time 
allows, at local, regional, state and national conservation affiliated events and meetings; and partic-
ipate, as time allows, in regional and state affiliated organizations. 
 
Selected nominees are required to prove eligibility by 4:30 p.m. on Friday, December 5, 2025 

at the District office 233 S. Soangetaha Rd., Galesburg.   
 
For more information about the responsibilities, or if you may be interested in running for one of 
the available positions, please call the office at 309-342-5138 ext. 3.  

Open House & Director Election 
January 21, 2026 

Knox County SWCD Board of Directors:  
(Above) (L to R) George Cummings, Dave Asbury, 

Brian Friedrich, and Chris Bewley 

 
Knox County  

SWCD Calendar 
 
 

 
USDA BUILDING SCHEDULE 

 

September 1 Closed – Labor Day 
October 13 Closed – Columbus Day 
November 11 Closed – Veteran’s Day 
November 27 Closed – Thanksgiving 
December 25 Closed – Christmas Day  
January 1 Closed – New Year’s Day 
January 19 Closed – Dr. Martin Luther  
    King, Jr. Day  
 
 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

August 20 SWCD Board Meeting, 4 p.m.  
              (Budget Hearing 3:45 p.m.) 
September 6 Monarch Migration Festival, 
  10 am—2:30pm, Lakeside Rec Center 
September 17 Fall Tree/Plant Sale order deadline 
September 17 SWCD Board meeting 7 p.m. 
September 26 Customer pick-up Trees/Plants 9am-3pm 
October 3 Grass Carp Sale order deadline 
October 15 Fish order deadline 
October 15 SWCD Board meeting 7 p.m. 
October 24        Fish sale order pick-up begins at 9am  
November 19 SWCD Board meeting 7 p.m. 
December 17 SWCD Board meeting 1 p.m., location 

TBD 
January 21 SWCD Board meeting 4:00 p.m. 
January 21 Open House/Election of Directors 
                7 a.m.—5:30 p.m. 

(309) 342-2036 

 

Thank you! 
 

The Knox County SWCD would like to 
thank all those that supported the District’s  
educational programs this past season by 

purchasing soil kits, fish, trees, native seed, 
and prairie plant plugs!   

Your patronage is greatly  
appreciated!   

WEST CENTRAL FS, INC. 
 
 Proud of Our Past—Positioned For The Future 
 Locations in Galesburg, Wataga,  
 Williamsfield, and Maquon 
 Bus: 800.282.5242 
 www.westcentralfs.com 

Board of Directors 

Knox County SWCD Board of Directors:  
(L to R) A.J. Harland, Brian Friedrich, Chris 
Bewley, George Cummings, Dave Asbury 



 

 

 

July 1, 2023—June 30, 2024 

Knox County SWCD FY2025 Financial Report 

 



 

 

 

Knox County SWCD Sponsored the 4-H Best-of-Show  
Forestry Award! 

 
 

Case Rice lives in Victoria, and he will be a 7th 
grader at ROWVA Junior High School this fall. 
He is a member of the Wataga Trailblazers 4-H 
Club. This is his 3rd year participating in 4-H. 
 

He chose to complete a Forestry project this 
year, based on his interest in trees and manag-
ing land. This is his first forestry project. This 
year his Natural Resource project, "Leafing 
Out", was about learning to identify different 
types of trees and what they are used for.  
 

He plans to put this learning to use in FFA, and 
helping his grandfather manage his property. 

 
Congratulations Case, keep up the 

good work!  

Hadley Darmer is 11 years old from Knoxville, Illinois. 
This is her second year as a member of the Wataga  
Trailblazers 4-H group. She loves being in 4H and has done 
several projects in different categories.  
 
Her project this year, “Exploring your Environment” was 
about the Tundra. She used her creative side to make a  
biome in a box, equipped with lights and all! 
 
Hadley loves the outdoors and stays busy with softball and 
dance. She is already looking forward to next year’s projects 
and state fair in August. 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations Hadley, keep up the good work!  

SWCD EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Envirothon 
 
In April we had 9 schools in Land Use Council 4 compete in the 2025 Envirothon 
High School competition.  
 

The top 3 Teams were:   
1st Place: Monmouth-Roseville FFA 
2nd Place: Williamsfield FFA 
3rd Place: West Prairie FFA 

   
 

 

 

Knox County SWCD presents at the 
Knox County Farm Bureau’s 4th Grade 

Ag Day for Kids 
In April, Kara & Katie had extra helpers at 

the Knox County Fairgrounds with the  
new EmRiver Streambank Table to show 
over 520 4th grade students how erosion 

happens. 
  

Thank you Knox Co. Farm Bureau for host-
ing and Jakob Downin and Nicole Miller 

for extra presentation help 
during the event! 

 

4-H GREEN COMMUNITIES TREE PROGRAM  

 
In April 2025, twenty-five oak trees were planted at 
the Williamsfield Cemetery as part of the 4-H Green 
Communities Tree Program, a partnership between 

Illinois  
4-H and the Association of Illinois Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts.  
 

This was our fourth year participating in this awe-
some opportunity and we look forward to 2026! 

 
Volunteers included members of the Williamsfield 
Town & Country 4-H Club, Knox County Master 
Gardeners, Extension, and Knox County Soil and 

Water Conservation District! 

Knox County SWCD Presents at  
Janet Russell 1st Grade Environmental Days 

The Knox County SWCD presented on Streams to Galesburg Area 1st Grade 
students. Over 330 students attended from Silas, King, Steele, and Costa. It was 
held in May at Lake Storey Park. Kara and Katie enjoyed teaching the 1st 
Grade Students about streams & what is living around us!  

…. AND the 4-H Best-of-Show Natural Resources Award! 

Pheasants Forever: Youth Pollinator Event 
 

 
 
 
 

Knox County SWCD 
assisted Pheasants 

Forever by  
presenting on runoff 
and soil erosion to 
over 135 third and 

fourth grade students 
from ROWVA, 

COSTA  
Catholic Academy, 
and Mable Woolsey 

this past April at  
Forever Fields at the 
junction of 180 and 

167. 

City of Galesburg’s Touch-a-Truck!  
 

Knox County SWCD attended the City of Galesburg’s Touch-a-Truck 
event held at the Lake Storey Pavilion on May 1st, 2025. There were kids 

of all ages in attendance. 
Katie had set up a soil game for the kids to dig around in and try to search 
for different sized rocks and colorful hidden gems! Also in attendance was 
the Knox County Sheriff’s department, the Fire Department, The Butterfly 
Lady, Animal Control, and Illinois Department of Transportation to name a 
few.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo courtesy of Dickerson Photography 

Our little helper who  
relocated and watered the 
trees for a month before 

planting day, Joshua Downin  



 

 

Keep deer, squirrels, 
and rabbits away  
from your new  
plantings! 
 
  

Plantskydd: Deer and Rabbit repellent 
for use on trees, landscaping, and gardens. 

  
The Knox County SWCD is a Plantskydd dis-
tributor. It is an animal repellent now made in 
the USA from 100% natural ingredients. The 
active ingredient is dried porcine and/or bo-
vine blood, recognized by the EPA as an envi-
ronmentally safe ingredient and is exempt 
from EPA federal pesticide registration.  
 
Plantskydd lasts up to 6 months over winter on 
dormant plants and up to 4 months during the 
active growing season.  

 
We sell it at the office year-round and al-

ways have it on hand at our annual Spring 
Tree Sale.  

 

For more information on the product, visit  
http://www.plantskydd.com 

Max and Frances Sanford Memorial 
Scholarship Awarded 

 
Congratulations to Addysen Link for receiving the 
2025 Max and Frances Sanford Memorial  
Scholarship, courtesy of the Knox County Soil and 
Water Conservation District. 
 
Addysen is 18 years old and lives in Rio, Illinois with 
her parents Aaron and Katie Link and two younger 
sisters. She graduated from ROWVA High School 
and was active in 4-H, FFA, Federation, livestock 
judging, and sports. She plans to study Ag Business at 
Lakeland College while also being on the livestock 
judging team. 
 

We wish Addy the best in her endeavors, and thank 
the family of Max and Frances Sanford for the oppor-

tunity to offer this annual scholarship! 



 

 

 

Featured Conservation Practice  
Saturated Buffer—Saturated Filter Strip 

 

Saturated Buffers/Filter Strips improve water quality by reducing the nitrate loading to surface water 
from subsurface drain outlets. A tile line through a filter strip is intercepted with a water control box 
and then ran parallel to the creek within the filter strip to reintroduce the tile water to the soil profile. 
When/if the soil is fully saturated, the tile water runs back to the water control box and out the exist-
ing outlet. This practice is a lower-cost option to improving water quality and it is minimally invasive 
to farming operations. 
 

In conjunction with the Illinois Sustainable Ag 
Partnership (ISAP), the Knox County Soil &  
Water Conservation District (SWCD) is piloting a 
new conservation delivery model for tile treatment, 
or edge of field practices. This alternative delivery 
model will allow Knox County SWCD to identify, 
design, and install multiple edge of field practices 
in the northwest part of the county. Knox County 
SWCD will seek access permission from landown-
ers, allowing the separate projects to be bid, award-
ed, and installed as one holistic project, resulting in 
faster conservation delivery. Similar efforts in Polk County, Iowa resulted in over 50 practices in-
stallations in a single year! 
 

In Knox County, this pilot grant is focusing on projects in the northwest part of the county (sub-
watersheds: Cedar Creek, South Henderson Creek, Henderson Creek and Pope Creek) for edge of 
field practices that target nitrate reduction. Practices include Saturated Buffers, Bioreactors, Drainage 
Water Management, and Constructed Wetlands. ISAP is covering these practices at 100% installation 
cost. 
 

A Saturated Buffer might work for you if you have 
 A well-defined ditch or stream channel 
 A stream adjacent to flat land with 300 ft or more along the bank with elevation change of 3 ft or 

less 
 Tile outlet(s) in this same area that drain at least 10 acres 
 Organic matter of at least 1.2% in the top 2.5 ft of soil in this area. 

 
If you are interested in this practice and your location fits in these sub-watersheds between Galesburg 
and Rio, you might be a good fit for the SWCD pilot grant. 
Please visit with Katie or Kara! 

If you are outside of this northwest area, other funding re-
sources are available through CRP, EQIP and PFC. 

BGA 57 

Native Grasses 
and Wildflowers 

www.pleasantprairienursery.com 
24219 W. Laura Rd., Williamsfield ~ 309-639-4346 

Open May – September 
 by appointment 

Attract butterflies and pollinators 
by adding native wildflowers 

and grasses to your landscaping. 

 

Congratulations to Cathy Froelich  
on her retirement from NRCS  

After 37 years of helping people help the 
land! 

Cathy was promoted to  
District Conservationist in 1991, where she 
led NRCS for the Knox, Warren, and Hen-
derson Counties district group. Cathy was-

n’t afraid to get her hands dirty,  
always willing to meet producers out in the 
field and work closely with them to meet 
their conservation goals. Her presence in 

the field and in the office will be missed by 
many, and we wish her the best in this next 

phase of her life! 

Diagram Courtesy Rachael Millage ISGinc.com 

USDA Agriculture Research Service 



 

 

Test your soils for pH levels, phosphorus, potassium, 
calcium, magnesium, organic matter, cation exchange 
capacity, & percent saturation.  
 

Kit includes instructions, bag for soil, and envelope 
with pre-paid postage.  
 

The $52 lawn and garden kit also includes the pro-
cessing of one sample (approx. 1 cup of 5 separate 
soils cores) and a professional report with fertilizer 
recommendations as well as an information sheet on 
fertility.  
 

The soil test kits are available at the Knox County 
SWCD office. Call (309) 342-5138 ext. 3 for more 
information. 

Do you  
dream of a 
lush, green 
lawn?   
Plentiful 
vegetable 
and flower 
gardens? 



 

 

STREITMATTER LAND IMPROVEMENT, INC. 
  
         110 S. Main St. 
 Wyoming, Illinois  61491 
 Bus: 309.695.2800 
 Cell: 309.696.9861 
 starktiler@gmail.com 

MEMBER OF 

Thank You For Your Patronage 
All advertisers help contribute to the cost of this newsletter! 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

11th Annual Monarch Migration Festival 
 

September 6, 2025 (10:00 AM - 2:30 PM) 
Lakeside Nature Center 
1033 S. Lake Storey Rd 

Galesburg, IL 61401  
 

Free family fun! 
Join us for the 11th Annual Monarch Migration Festival!  

Learn all about the Monarch butterfly through hands on activities and educa-
tional presentations. Immerse yourself in a day filled with education, entertain-

ment, and enchantment.  
 

Event details: 
Date: September 6, 2025 

When: 10 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Where: Lakeside Nature Center, Galesburg, IL 

Cost: Free 

FARM & LAND SERVICES 

Interested in advertising in our next newsletter?  
Want pricing and sizing information? Reach out!  

We are so lucky to have a community that reads our newsletters & 
supports local businesses!  

knoxcoilswcd@gmail.com 

 

Knox County SWCD participates at  
Extension’s 8th Grade Real World Event 

 
Katie and Kara worked at the Entertainment  
Station and assisted about 400 students from  

seven schools this past March.  
Student options were: going to the movies, having 
hobbies, hosting a party, take a weekend trip, or 
go to a concert or sporting event. Students had to 

pay our station using Peer to Peer methods. 
 

Knox and Warren County SWCDs hosted Farm to Table Dinner 
with High Tunnel Presentation 

 

On a heat-wave evening in June, 38 brave souls ventured out to Camp’s Orchard 
near Roseville, IL. They ate a wonderful meal prepared by the SWCD staff from 
numerous donations. Presentations were given by NRCS staff Connie Cowan and 

Kindra Pruett on urban agriculture and high tunnel cost-share opportunities. 
 

We appreciate the community support from attendees and our sponsors. 
 

Knox County sponsors included: G&M Dis-
tributors, Pilot Knob Farm Popcorn, and 

Appleton Fire Station 
 
 

Photo Courtesy ~ Jack Harland 

Left—Shawnee and Katie enjoy the Pilot 
Knob white cheddar popcorn 
 
Bottom Left— the meal is ready as attendees 
arrive 
 
Bottom—Attendees enjoy the swamp cooler 
that Camp’s Orchard provided while they go 
through the food line 


