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https://knoxcountyilswecd.wixsite.com/knox

It is the belief of this organization that the Knox County Soil & Water Conservation District is to be the respected leader in
education and motivating those innovators who conserve our natural resources for the present and future generations.

(above) IDOA Partners For Conservation state cost-share funded part of this Streambank Restoration Project. This practice is Stone-Toe Protection and it armors the “toe” of
the streambank to prevent soil erosion from the creek channel. This landowner also seeded Switchgrass to further stabilize this area. Maquon Township, Section 2.
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Office Staff

(Back Row) Cathy Froelich and Nicole Miller,
(Front) Tim Blackwell, Emma Molburg, Katie Ingle, Kara
Downin, Jennifer Delpierre, Kindra Pruett

Knox County SWCD Staff
Katie Ingle, Administrative & Education
Coordinator
Kara Downin, Resource Conservationist

NRCS Staff
Cathy Froelich, District Conservationist
(Knox, Warren, and Henderson Counties)
Kindra Pruett, Soil Conservationist
Jennifer Delpierre, Soil Conservationist
Emma Molburg, Soil Conservationist
Tim Blackwell, Conservation Planner

NRCS Area Office
Nicole Miller, NRCS Program Support Assistant

SWCD Directors
George Cummings, Chairman
Brian Friedrich, Vice Chairman
Chris Bewley, Secretary
Dave Asbury, Treasurer
AJ Harland, Director

SWCD Associate Directors

Frank Hopkins Tom Hoben
Bruce Pecenka Ted Mottaz
Terry Leafgreen Joan Whitney
Don Moffitt Tyler Main

Monica Stevens

Field Office Hours

Monday—Friday 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Appointments are encouraged,
as staff are often in the field.

Board meetings are typically held the third
Wednesday of each month. Please call ahead to
confirm meeting time.

The public is invited and encouraged to attend.
Knox County SWCD offers all programs and
services without regard to color, nationality,
religion, sex, age, marital status, disability or
political beliefs. Knox County SWCD is an equal
opportunity employer.

USDA Building Closure Schedule
January 15th — Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
February 19th — Presidents’ Day
May 27th — Memorial Day
June 19th—Juneteenth
July 4th — Independence Day
September 2th — Labor Day

2024 Important Dates

— Board Meeting, 1:30 p.m.

- Open House/Election of Directors
7:00 a.m.—5:30 p.m.

anuary 17th
anuary 23rd

anuary 31th - IDOA Cons. Seminar 9 a.m.— 3 p.m.
February 21st - Board meeting, 1:30 p.m.
March 15th - Native Seed Early Bird price deadline
March 20th - Board Meeting 1:30 p.m.
March 21st - Grass Carp orders due
March 22nd - Tree Sale orders due

pril 1st - Scholarship Applications due

- all other fish sale orders due

pril 11th - Fish Sale pick-up at 9 a.m.

pril 17th - Board Meeting 7 p.m.

pril 19th - Tree Sale pick-up, 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
May 3rd - Native Plant Sale orders due
May 15th - Board Meeting, 7 p.m.

une 6th - Plant Sale pick-up, 9 a.m.—3 p.m.

une 12th - Board Meeting, 1:30 p.m.

uly 17th - Board Meeting, 1:30 p.m.

ugust 21st - Board Meeting, 1:30 p.m.

September 18th - Board Meeting, 7 p.m.

Meeting times are subject to change—call the
office to confirm meeting times closer to the date
of a board meeting.

Board of Directors

Knox County SWCD Board of Directors:
(Above) (L to R) Dave Asbury, A.J. Harland,
Chris Bewley, George Cummings,
Brian Friedrich

“Like” us on Facebook to
stay up-to-date!
Check out “Knox County Soil
& Water Conservation District”

DIRECTOR ELECTION
Tuesday, January 23, 2024

The Knox County SWCD will have an
election of directors on
Tuesday, January 23, 2024 from
7 a.m.—5:30 p.m. for three
positions to be filled starting March 1, 2024.

Any landowner or occupier of land in Knox
County, age 18 or older, may vote.
Stop by and cast your vote!

Election Day Voting Location:
233 S. Soangetaha Rd, Galesburg
(USDA Service Center)
We will make sure to get you registered and
have a fresh ballot ready for you.

This year we have three seats open. We have
the following Knox County Residents
running for these three seats.

Please stop by January 23rd to vote:

e David Asbury
o Christine Bewley
e George Cummings
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[©] ®

Thank you!

The Knox County SWCD would like to thank all
those that supported the District’s educational
programs in 2023 by purchasing from our sales
programs.
Your patronage is greatly appreciated!




More Places To Go...

One of the more challenging issues facing the
Department of Natural Resources is providing public
outdoor recreational access and opportunities. Illinois
ranks 46th in the nation for publicly-owned land with
more than 97% of the land privately owned. In

order to carry on our outdoor traditions, we need to
connect youth and families to the land. IDNR has
created the Illinois Recreational Access Program
(IRAP) by utilizing resources obtained from the US
Department of Agriculture’s NRCS Voluntary Public
Access—Habitat Incentive Program (VPA-HIP).

More Habitat Restoration Projects to

Implement...

Using VPA-HIP grant funds, IDNR is helping private
landowners to protect and restore their land.
Landowners who chose to lease their property to
IRAP will have a comprehensive habitat/forestry
management plan written and be eligible for
assistance to implement habitat restoration projects.

More...

Since IRAP’s inception in 2011, more than 27,000
acres in 52 counties have been leased for outdoor
recreational activities. Thousands of outdoor
enthusiasts have accessed these sights, hundreds of
youth and adult turkey hunters have enjoyed calling in
a gobbler and archery deer hunting is in high demand.

Even more impressive is what IRAP is doing on the
ground. IRAP has written habitat/forestry plans for
more than 175 landowners and has conducted more
than 17,000 acres of habitat projects on IRAP leased
private property. This includes invasive species
control with aerial spraying and on-the-ground
removal, prescribed burning, grass and tree planting,
pollinator establishment and more.
https://dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/irap.htmi

IDNR IRAP Phone: 217-782-0137

Want to improve your
lawn, garden, wildlife
food plot, or pasture and
not sure where to start??

Test Capacity: calcium, cation exchange capaci-
ty, magnesium, organic matter, percent saturation,
pH, phosphorus, and potassium

Cost: $35

Includes: instructions, bag for soil sample, an
envelope and pre-paid postage

Your Results: includes a professional report with
fertilizer recommendations and an information
sheet on fertility

The soil test kits are available at the Knox County
SWCD office. Call (309) 342-5138 ext. 3 for
more information.

(309) 342-2036




Meet our newest Director
A.J. Harland!

A.J. Harland resides
in Lynn Township on a
family farm that has
been in his mother’s
family since 1837.
Walnut Creek runs
through the farm. As a
small boy he was fasci-
nated by the creek.
Floods were an exciting
event. As he has matured, the fascination for such
events has waned.

A.J. and his wife Jeanne raise cattle as well as
corn, soybeans, and hay. He cares more for the
cattle and hay. She does more row crop farming.
After 29 years as an English and physical educa-
tion teacher, and later as a secondary school ath-
letic director and principal, A.J. took early retire-
ment following the death of his father and re-
turned to the farm full time.

A.J. and Jeanne have served in many organiza-
tions and on many boards. At the height of the
board frenzy, they were serving on twelve boards.
Those included IBA (lllinois Beef Association),
NCBA (National Cattlemen’s Beef Association),
Knox County Cattlemen, Knox County Farm Bu-
reau, Gateway Coop, CFAR (Council for Food
and Agricultural Research), Mid Century Tele-
phone Coop, Illinois Telephone Cooperative As-
sociation, National Telephone Cooperative Asso-
ciation, and the Walnut Creek Watershed, which
got him involved with Soil and Water. He also
spent 17 years as Lynn Township Supervisor.
This brief fulfillment of a term on the Knox
County Soil and Water Board is the grand finale.

We are excited to have A.J. join the SWCD
Board as a fully installed Director! He has
been a valuable addition to the Board
since becoming an Associate Director in
2008.

SAVE THE DATE!!!

Land Improvement Contractor and
Landowner Seminar
Streambank Stabilization

Join us at 8 a.m. on Thurs., Feb. 15th, 2024 at
the Knox Agri Center Conference Room,
180 S. Soangetaha Road, Galesburg

to learn about the various practices utilized to
stabilize streambank erosion and create aquatic
habitat at the same time.

Presenters include;
¢ Chris Haring, IDOA Stream Specialist
¢ Landowner Experience with 2019 & 2023
projects
¢ IL LICA updates
+ Kara Downin, Available cost-share programs

Reservations are required by Thurs. Feb. 8th
Breakfast casseroles will be served.

Individuals requiring reasonable accommodation
for any programs or services should contact (309)
342-5138 ext. 3. Determinations on requests for
reasonable accommodation will be made on a
case-by-case basis. Knox County SWCD and
USDA — NRCS are equal opportunity employers
and providers.

Meet our new Soil

Conservationist! Kindra Pruett

Originally from Lincoln, Nebraska, she is
married to Kyle Pruett and has two children— 6
year old Oliver and 8 year old Arya. Kindra grad-
uated from lowa State University with a degree in
Environmental Science and Biology while work-
ing at the USDA Plant Transformation Facility.
After graduation she worked for Medtronic be-
fore pursuing her career in natural resources and
moving to lowa to become a habitat specialist
with the lowa DNR. Later, she moved on to the
Nature Conservancy in Missouri before finding
her way to the Bur-
lington, lowa NRCS
office as a soil tech-
nician in 2009.

After 10 years
she became a soil
conservationist for
the Wapello Re-
source Team before
joining us here in
central Illinois! In
her free time she
enjoys traveling,
gardening, and do-
ing crafts at their
home in Henderson
County.

8th Grade Real World Event

The University of Illinois Extension held a fall
simulation of their Real World Event for Gales-
burg 8th Graders in November. Katie and Maris-
sa, Woodford County SWCD Survey Aide,
worked at the Entertainment Table.

Choices for the students at this table included:
throwing a party, going to the movies, getting ice
cream with friends, and buying a video game.

Extension will hold another simulation in the
spring for the rest of the area’s 8th Graders.

Katie works hard talking students into throwing a party!

Meet our new Land
Conservationist Specialist!

Regan Baker is a
Land Conservation
Specialist with The
National Great Rivers
Research & Educa-
tion Center. He has a
Bachelors degree in
Environmental Stud-
ies & Global Sustain-
ability from Central
College in Pella, IA.

His previous experi-
ence comes from
working with a varie-
ty of environmental
groups including The
Student Conservation
Association, National
Park Service, and US
Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice. His past work
has been focused on
prairie restoration,
native plants of the
Midwest, proper re-
moval of invasive species, & restoration/
management of riparian zones.

As a partner to the NRCS he will be helping out
with the CRP programs focusing on wildlife and
native grass & forbs practices. Along with work-
ing on CRP he will be helping with wetland prac-
tices & WRP easements.




2024 Tree Species Spotlight

Scotch Pine

Most popular
Christmas tree!

Mature Spread: 30’
Mature Height: 50'
Growth Rate: Medium

Sunlight: Full sun
Soil Type: acidic,
well-drained

Photo courtesy of Arborday.org

Black Walnut

Mature Spread: 70'
Mature Height: 70’
Growth Rate: Rapid
Sunlight: Full to part
sun

Soil Type: Prefers
deep, moist, rich,
well-drained

Photo courtesy of Arborday.org

White Oak

Mature Spread: 70'
Mature Height: 70’

Growth Rate: Slow to
medium

Sunlight: Full

Soil Type: Well-drained
upland (acidic)

Photo courtesy Kansas Forest Service

Bur Oak

Mature Spread: 80'
Mature Height: 90’

Growth Rate: Slow
Sunlight: Full to partial
sun

Soil Types: Permanently
moist, well-drained, sea-
sonally dry, or very dry

Photo courtesy Ohio DNR
Division of Forestry
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Conservation Pays!!

Consider installing
FILTER STRIPS

(above) “Farm the best and CRP the rest!” a motto
borrowed from Scott James. The above photo is of a
well-established and well maintained CRP Filter Strip.
Persifer Township, Section 14.

What is a Filter Strip?

A strip of dense herbaceous vegetation that removes
contaminants from overland flow before it reaches a
waterbody. Contaminants include: sediment, chemicals,
and nutrients. Width of grass is a function of uphill land
slope and flow-through time.

How does this work for my pocketbook?

Grassed Filter Strips are an available conservation prac-
tice in at least three programs: USDA/FSA CRP, USDA/
NRCS EQIP and IDOA PFC. While these programs are
vastly different, CRP is the most cost-effective for the
eligible landowner. CRP offers an annual rental payment
AND cost-share to install the practice!

Is that it?

Nope! The Illinois Vegetative Filter Strip Assessment
Law provides for a reduction in the assessed value of
cropland certified as meeting the requirements of the law
to 1/6 of its value. Landowners who wish to participate
in this Assessment should contact their local Soil and
Water Conservation District for application forms and
further information.

Where can Filter Strips go?

On land to protect environmentally sensitive areas, such
as lakes, small streams, small rivers, and ponds. Areas of
overland flow only, not concentrated flow, or out-of-
bank flow if that is the predominant flow.

Native Grasses
and Wildflowers

Open May — September
by appointment
Attract butterflies and pollinators
by adding native wildflowers
and grasses to your landscaping.

24219 W. Laura Rd., Williamsfield ~ 309-639-4346
www.pleasantprairienursery.com




Join us for the 2024 Well Sealing Demo in
Haw Creek Township on June 25th!

State agencies estimate that there are at least 100,000 improperly
abandoned water wells in Illinois
that could threaten local health and safety.

To promote awareness of ground water quality and safety, the
Knox County SWCD will hold a well sealing demonstration at

the Block Residence
10 a.m. on Tuesday, June 25th
1547 Knox Hwy 17, Gilson, IL

Through the IL Dept of Agriculture Partners For Conservation
Grant, the Knox County SWCD provides 75% cost-share, not to
exceed $400 for each dug well ($750 max for a drilled well). By
following the proper sealing procedures, a landowner may seal a

well him/herself to save on contractor costs.

Landowners are encouraged to apply for assistance, even when
multiple wells need attention. Applications are accepted
year-round and must first be approved at monthly
SWCD board meetings.

For questions regarding sealing procedures, contact
Environmental Health at the Knox County Health Department
(309) 344-2224. For questions regarding cost-share assistance or
to offer your location for a future demonstration, please call the
Knox County Soil and Water Conservation District
at (309) 342-5138 ext. 3.

In 2023, a well
is sealed in the
Village of Wataga
during the
demonstration.

2024 Knox County Soil & Water Conservation District

Max and Frances Sanford Memorial Scholarship

Deer, Rabbits, & Squirrels...

Scholarship deadline is April 1, 2024.

—_——————

oh my!
y _ | The scholarship is offered to a Knox County resident who is currently enrolled or planning to en-
Plantskydd: Deer and Rabbit repellent | roll in an Agricultural or an Environmental related field at a junior college or 4 year college or
for use on trees, landscaping, and gardens I university. Applicants must have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher, submit an application with

I current transcripts (REQUIRED) and write an essay on “What conservation means to you and

The Knox County SWCD s a Plantskydd distributor. Itis an how do you plan to incorporate conservation into your future plans?”

animal repellent developed in Sweden, now made in the USA :
from 100% natural ingredients. The active ingredient is dried | | scholarship applications can be found at the district office 233 S. Soangetaha Rd. Galesburg, or

porcine and/or bovine blood, recognized by the EPA as an I online at www.knoxcountyilswcd.wixsite.com/knox. For questions contact the district office at
environmentally safe ingredient and is exempt from EPA fed- | | (309) 342-5138 ext. 3 or email knoxcoilswcd@gmail.com
eral pesticide registration. Required: A copy of your most recent transcripts
Plantskydd lasts up to 6 months over winter on dormant plants NAME: PHONE:
and up to 4 months during the active growing season.
ADDRESS: EMAIL:
We sell it at the office year-round CITY & ZIP:
and always have it on hand at our
annual Spring Tree Sale. HIGH SCHOOL:
HIGH SCHOOL GPA OR COLLEGE GPA:
For more information on COLLEGE YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND OR CURRENTLY

the product, visit

http://www.plantskydd.com TTENDING:

umber of years of FFA in High School

A
Number of years of Vo-Ag in High School
N
N

Pollinator Conservation Assistance &
CREP Enhancement Assistance

Program: USFWS
The Partners for Fish & Wildlife Program's
Wildlife Opportunities

umber of years of FCCLA in High School
What program are you pursuing or plan to pursue?

What Financial Aid have you applied for in addition to this scholarship?

What the program is: The U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service's Partners for Fish & Wildlife program
provides technical and financial assistance to landowners interested
in improving wildlife habitat on their land, including high-quality
pollinator or CREP habitat. Projects are custom-designed to meet
landowners’ needs and are targeted to benefit monarch butterflies,
rare-and-declining native bees, other pollinators, and other wildlife.
How you can help wildlife by participating in the program: New
wildlife habitat can be created or existing habitat can be enhanced,
with financial assistance that varies depending on the project. Pro-
jects greater than five acres are preferred but not required. The pro-

List activities that you have participated in (High School, College, Church, and Community)
related to agriculture or the environment:

I On a separate sheet (not to exceed one page) submit a statement telling the selection committee
I what conservation means to you and how you plan to incorporate conservation into your future

gram can often be conducted with certain other programs or grants. | plans.

How the financial assistance works: The Fish & Wildlife Service [ | | understand that the amount of this scholarship varies. | certify that | plan to attend college this
can contribute money toward site preparation, seed, and/or planting | I fall as a full time student pursuing an agricultural or environmental related program. Also, | here-
while encouraging the landowner to contribute in some capacity. I by grant the right for the selection committee to review my academic records for the purpose of

Unfortunately, there is not an annual payment but the program may determining my grade point average.
be able to assist on sites where more lucrative annual payment pro- | |
grams are not available. :

Benefits of wildlife habitat: Wildlife habitat not only helps wild- Signature

life, but helps grassland birds, improves water quality, and con- | Please return completed form to:
serves soil. It can also be aesthetically pleasing and can reduce | Knox County SWCD

mowing or maintenance costs. I Attn: Scholarship Committee
Who to contact: If you're interested in learning more, please con- I 233 S. Soangetaha Road

tact Scott James, Private Lands Biologist, (309) 757-5800 x 205 : Galesburg, IL 61401 DEADLINE: APRIL 1, 2024




FARM SERVICE DIRECTORY

STREITMATTER LAND IMPROVEMENT, INC.

110 S. Main St.
Wyoming, IL 61491
Bus: 309.695.2800
Cell: 309.696.9861
starktiler@gmail.com

MEMBER OF

WEST CENTRALFS, INC.

Proud of Our Past—~Positioned For The Future
Locations in Galesburg,

Wataga, Williamsfield, and Maquon

Bus: 800.282.5242

www.westcentralfs.com

2024 Tree Planting Initiative

Ken Russell 5th Grade Outdoor Education Day

September 21, 2023 — Katie enjoyed being at Lake Storey Park for a
day of fun & education! The Ken Russell 5th Grade Outdoor Education
Day was a great success. The District presented the Natural Resources
Scavenger Hunt activity at the Regional Office of Education’s event.

This annual event hosted 444 students in attendance from Knox County
schools (Abingdon/Avon, Galesburg, Knoxville, ROWVA, and Wil-
liamsfield).

Katie presented a brief introduction on our topic. Students then worked
in small groups to “find” the scattered items. Each group had to decide if
the items found were a renewable or non-renewable resource. They also
had to decide what each item is made from: animals, plants, rocks, min-
erals or crude oil. Some items really stumped them! Do you know what
a pair of polyester pants are made from?

Other stations included; Introduction to Fishing, Butterflies & Bees,
Aquatics, Native American History, Nature Trivia, & Weather.

Illinois Extension 4-H and the AISWCD Forestry Committee are once
again teaming up on a statewide tree planting initiative for 2024. This
effort will utilize the strengths of the statewide network of Illinois Soil
and Water Conservation Districts and the educational and youth develop-
ment of U of | Extension programs to create an oak recovery and tree
planting educational program.

The purpose of the tree planting project is educate students and their
communities on:
1. The value of native oak forests and trees to Illinois natural history.
2. Oaks as a keystone species in Illinois forestry
3. Tree planting techniques
4. Oak tree identification.

KCSWCD has participated in this project the last two years. The 2022
location was the Knox County Nursing Home. In April 2023, twenty-five
oak trees were planted just north of the Williamsfield Public Library.

This fall, we applied to do this project with the Harvest Home Park in
Yates City. We are patiently waiting to find out if we are selected.

Thank you to the Yates City Harvest Home Park Committee
for partnering with us this year!!

(Photo courtesy of Village of Yates City)

Welcome to
Ken Russell
Outdoor
Education
Day!

Students
fishing,
some for
the first
time.

(Photos courtesy of Regional Office of Education #33)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE!




