KNOX COUNTY SWCD

Knox County Soil & Water Conservation District
233 S. Soangetaha Road, Galesburg, IL 61401 ~ (309) 342-5138 ext. 3

Winter/Spring 2026

It is the belief of this organization that the Knox County Soil & Water Conservation District is to be the respected leader in
education and motivating those innovators who conserve our natural resources for the present and future generations.

(above) The IDOA Partners For Conservation Grant (state cost-share) helped fund a Streambank Restoration and Stabilization project to restore and fortify this creek in the Fall
of 2025. Rock is placed in the water at the edge of the bank to redirect the current and armor the bank from erosion. Rock is also placed across the creek as a “riffle” to slow
down the current and lessen down-cutting of the creek bed. Cedar Township, Section 25.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: Would you rather receive this We Need Your Opinion!
« Director Election newsletter electronically?
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«  Native Seed Information with “Newsletter” in the subject line.

Page 7 _ This newsletter is also available on our website, Do you want to do your part in ensuring
 Sanford Scholarship App. https://knoxcountyilswed.wixsite.com/knox future generations of land stewards are able
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to enjoy and participate in the land that is

IL SWCD Funding Update left to them?

Illinois SWCDs are running on a state FY 2001 funding budget!

Recent history of SWCD State Funding for Knox Co. SWCD
Operations income has been...

¢ FY17—$38,374.23 received January 2017

FY18—$39,730.24 received April 2018

FY19—$102,838.36 received partial in 4/2018 & 11/2019
FY20—$40,721.65 received April 2020

FY21—$40,721.65 received May 2021

FY22—$81,958.76 received May 2022 .
FY23—$81,958.76 received in June 2023 Help us focus our conservation efforts by
FY24—$81,958.76 received partial Feb. ‘24 & June ‘24 taking our short survey using the QR code

FY25—%$43.990.00 received June 2025 down below. (It’s only 3 questions! !)
FY26—$43,990.00 approved in state budget, not released yet

SWCDs care for the natural resource needs of all of Illinois” 102
counties... over 37M acres... Their creation was hastened by a public
awakening to the ravages of soil erosion during the dust storms of the
1930's. The Knox County SWCD was formed July 27, 1944,

IL SWCDs are funded through the IL Dept of Ag: Partners For Con-
servation (PFC) Grant line item. Please contact your State Legislators
to restore us to level funding from last year, our level for the past three
years.
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Knox County State Legislators include;
36th District, Senator Michael W. Halpin, 309.297.4483,
senatormikehalpin@gmail.com
47th District, Senator Neil Anderson, 309.230.7584,
senatorneilanderson@gmail.com

Or by visiting this link:

71st District, Representative Dan Swanson 309.334.7474, form.typeform.com/to/XBW1QFAM
swanson@ilhousegop.org
93rd District, Representative Travis Weaver, 309.204.6514,
weaver@ilhousegop.org One lucky winner will be selected at random on
94th District, Representative Norine Hammond, 309.836.2707, Friday, February 27th, 2026
rephammond@macomb.com

Knox County Soil and Water

Conservation District
233 S. Soangetaha Rd. Ste. 4

Galesburg, IL 61401
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Office Staff

(left to right) Jennifer Delpierre, Kindra Pruett, Katie
Ingle, Kara Downin,, Emma Molburg, Nicole Miller, &
Tim Blackwell

Knox County SWCD Staff
Katie Ingle, Administrative & Education Coordinator
Kara Downin, Resource Conservationist

NRCS Field Office Staff
(Knox, Warren, and Henderson Counties)
Kindra Pruett, Soil Conservationist
Jennifer Delpierre, Soil Conservationist
Emma Molburg, Soil Conservationist
Brandi Woolam, Soil Conservationist

Partners
Tim Blackwell, IDOA Conservation Planner
Evan Laws, PF Farm Bill Biologist
Regan Baker, NGRREC Land Conservation Specialist

NRCS Area Office
Nicole Miller, NRCS Program Support Assistant

Knox County SWCD Directors
George Cummings, Chairman
Brian Friedrich, Vice Chairman
Chris Bewley, Secretary
Dave Asbury, Treasurer
A.J. Harland, Director

Knox County SWCD Associate Directors

Frank Hopkins Tom Hoben
Bruce Pecenka Ted Mottaz
Terry Leafgreen Joan Whitney
Don Moffitt Tyler Main

Monica Stevens

Field Office Hours
Monday—Friday 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Appointments are encouraged,
as staff are often in the field.

Board meetings are typically held the third Wednesday
of each month. Please call ahead to confirm meeting
time. The public is invited and encouraged to attend.
Knox County SWCD offers all programs and services
without regard to color, nationality, religion, sex, age,
marital status, disability or political beliefs. Knox
County SWCD is an equal opportunity employer.

USDA Building Closure Schedule
January 19th — Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
February 16th — Presidents’ Day
May 25th — Memorial Day
June 19th — Juneteenth
July 4th - Independence Day
September 7th — Labor Day

2026 Important Dates
- Open House/Election of Directors
7:00 a.m.—5:30 p.m.
- Board Meeting, 4:00 p.m.
February 18th - Board Meeting, 4:00 p.m.

January 21st

March 13th  -Tree Sale order deadline

March 18th - Board Meeting 4:00 p.m.

March 31st - Grass Carp orders due

April 1st - Scholarship Applications due
April 7th - all other fish sale orders due
April 10th - Tree Sale pick-up at 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
April 15th - Board Meeting 4:00 p.m.

April 21st - Fish Sale pick-up, 11:30 a.m.
May 1st - Native Plant Sale orders due
May 20th - Board Meeting, 4:00 p.m.

June 5th - Plant Sale pick-up, 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
June 24th - Board Meeting, 4:00 p.m.

July 15th - Board Meeting, 4:00 p.m.

August 19th - Board Meeting, 4:00 p.m.

September 16th - Board Meeting, 4:00 p.m.

Meeting times are subject to change—call the
office to confirm meeting times closer to the date
of a board meeting.

Board of Directors

Knox County SWCD Board of Directors:
(L to R) A.J. Harland, Brian Friedrich, Chris
Bewley, George Cummings, Dave Asbury

Did you know that there is state cost-
share available for cover crops?

Did you also know that you DON’T have
to plant the entire field to cover crops

April 2023 Knox County cover crop spot check for the IDOA
Fall Covers for Spring Savings program.

Here are the required guidelines for Knox County:

¢ For fields NOT planted to cover crops before

+ Cost-share for up to three consecutive years

+ Up to 160 ac per application

¢ 75% cost share, up to $45.85/ac for a single
species planted (up to $79.05/ac for a planted
mix).

+ Applications must be approved at the SWCD
Board Meeting prior to purchasing seed and
planting.

If you’d like more information, please contact the
SWCD office. The initial sign-up period is through

May 1st, 2026.

For other available cover crop programs in Illinois
(government and private), please visit the Illinois
Sustainable Ag Partnership Cover Crop Incentives
Directory that they regularly update.

https://ilsustainableaq.org/resource/isaps-cover-
crop-incentives-directory/

DIRECTOR ELECTION
Wednesday, January 21, 2026

The Knox County SWCD will have an
election of directors on
Wednesday, January 21, 2026 from
7 a.m.—5:30 p.m. for three
positions to be filled starting March 1, 2026.

Any landowner or occupier of land in Knox
County, age 18 or older, may vote.
Stop by and cast your vote!

Election Day Voting Location:
233 S. Soangetaha Rd, Galesburg
(USDA Service Center)
We will make sure to get you registered and
have a fresh ballot ready for you.

This year we have three seats open. We have
the following Knox County Residents
running for these two seats.

Please stop by January 21st to vote:

e George Cummings
o Dave Asbury
e Chris Bewley

DOPCPCDCDCVCRCRCOCRCRCICRCOG

Thank you!

The Knox County SWCD would like to thank all
those that supported the District’s educational
programs in 2024 by purchasing
from our sales programs.

Your patronage is greatly appreciated!

BGA 57

North of Rio, IL
April 2022 cover crop
spot check visit for the
IDOA Fall Covers for

Spring Savings program




Want to improve your
lawn, garden, wildlife
food plot, or pasture and
not sure where to start??

Test Capacity: calcium, cation exchange capaci-
ty, magnesium, organic matter, percent satura-
tion, pH, phosphorus, and potassium

Cost: $52

Includes: instructions, bag for soil sample, an
envelope and pre-paid postage

Your Results: includes a professional report with
fertilizer recommendations and an information
sheet on fertility

The soil test kits are available at the Knox Coun-
ty SWCD office. Call (309) 342-5138 ext. 3 for
more information.

For further information on the plant sale, visit https://knoxcountyilswed. wixsite.com/knox
and click on the "Sales" tab. The plants are locally grown at Pleasant Prairie Nursery. More information can alse be found
by visiting www.pleasantprairienursery.com

“Like” us on Facebook
to stay up-to-date!

What you’ll get to see this year:

-Our famous Native Plant Highlight
-Sales forms and due dates

-Cool events happening in the area and
in neighboring counties

Check out “Knox County Soil & Water
Conservation District”




Knox County
Pilot Grant
Update

The Knox Soil & Water
Conservation District
and local partners are
scaling up efforts to im-
plement the Illinois Nu-
trient Reduction Loss
Strategy (NLRS), a
statewide initiative to
reduce nitrogen and
USDA Agriculture Research Service phosphorus loss to our local

waterways. We have partnered with the Illinois Sustainable Ag Partnership in a Batch and Build Pilot
to streamline the implementation of multiple conservation practices in a similar geography.

We are focusing on practices that reduce nitrates by treating tile outlets near streams; our primary
practice is saturated buffers (see above diagram). Other potential Edge of Field practices are Denitri-
fying Bioreactors and Drainage Water Management.

With partners, we are actively pursuing funding opportunities to provide 100% cost share for the con-
struction of these conservation drainage practices. Year 1 is wrapping up and will soon construct 8
bioreactors. For Year 2, we are searching for sites in northwest Knox County for Saturated Buffers.

Please contact Knox County SWCD if you are interested in this Pilot Grant and staff will set up a field
visit with you to evaluate site suitability. We can be reached by email at knoxcoilswcd@gmail.com.

Kickapoo Creek Watershed Update
The Kickapoo Creek
Watershed crosses into
Knox County including 14
sections in Salem Town-
ship (see the red circle over
the adjacent diagram). This
includes most of Yates City
and areas to the south and
southwest.

The Watershed Subcom-
mittee wants to focus on
streambank erosion areas
that were identified by
Baxter and Woodman dur-
ing their recent inventory.

Interested landowners with
streambank erosion in this
watershed should contact
their county SWCD office
for a site visit. With
enough landowner interest,
staff will later apply for
grant funding to support
erosion control projects.

A landowner and operator
meeting is being planned
for June 2026 in EImwood.

8th Grade Real World Event

The University of Illinois Extension held a fall
simulation of their Real World Event for Gales-
burg 8th Graders on November 21st. Kara & Katie
worked at the Entertainment Table again this year
and had a blast joking around with the kids and
helping them budget what fun activities they could
afford.

Choices for the students at this table included:
throwing a party, going to the movies, getting ice
cream with friends, and buying a video game.
Extension will hold another simulation in the
spring for the rest of the area’s 8th Graders.

(309) 342-2036

Conservation

Programs
Break Down

These are the programs we work with in our
office! We can also get you contact info for
other programs like Forestry Development Act

5. Foresty Development
Act

Involves a management plan
Funded through IDNR
Contact: IDNR Forester, our
office cannot write you a
plan

Kara encourages the kids to improve their work/ Bus: 800.282.5242
life balance at the Entertainment table! www.westcentralfs.com

WEST CENTRAL FS, INC.

Proud of Our Past—Positioned For The Future
Locations in Galesburg, Wataga,
Williamsfield, and Maquon




2026 Tree Species Spotlight

Red Oser Dogwood

Mature Spread: 7-12’
Mature Height: 6-10°
Growth Rate: Fast

Sunlight: Full sun/
partial shade

Soil Type: moist to wet,
extremely tolerable

Photo courtesy of Arborday.org

White Oak

Our State Tree!!!

Mature Spread: 100'

moderate
Sunlight: Full sun

well-drained

Photo courtesy K.Bachtell, The Morton Arboretum

I
Mature Height: 50-90' |
Growth Rate: Slow to |

Soil Type: rich, moist, |

Red Oak

Mature Spread: 40-75'
Mature Height: 60-75’

Growth Rate: fast for an
oak
Sunlight: Full sun

Soil Type: well-drained,
fertile, prefers loamy or
silty soils slightly acidic

Photo courtesy Ohio DNR

sun

Butternut

Also know as White
Walnut

Mature Spread: 50'
Mature Height: 60'

Growth Rate: Slow
Sunlight: Full to partial

Soil Types: Moist, deep,
rich, well-drained

Photo courtesy Ohio DNR Division of Forestry
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Conservation Pays!| Conservation Crossword

Consider installing
FILTER STRIPS

Down e
1. Forbs, Forbs, and more >
Forbs!
3. Knox County SWCD

Resource Conservationist ""?'E' 2/

4. Luke Koett

(above) “Farm the best and CRP the rest!” a motto
borrowed from Scott James. The above photo is of a 4
well-established and well maintained CRP Filter Strip.
Persifer Township, Section 14. 5

What is a Filter Strip?

A strip of dense herbaceous vegetation that removes ,
contaminants from overland flow before it reaches a -
waterbody. Contaminants include: sediment, chemicals, -
and nutrients. Width of grass is a function of uphill land 7 s
slope and flow-through time. 6 o

How does this work for my pocketbook? ’}/
Grassed Filter Strips are an available conservation prac- *
tice in at least three programs: USDA/FSA CRP, USDA/ :
NRCS EQIP and IDOA PFC. While these programs are 7
vastly different, CRP is the most cost-effective for the
eligible landowner. CRP offers an annual rental payment

AND cost-share to install the practice! . ACross .
Is that it? 1. Sometimes smells a little TOO

Nope! The Illinois Vegetative Filter Strip Assessment organic

Law provides for a reduction in the assessed value of 2. We’ve provided cost shar e to
cropland certified as meeting the requirements of the law .
to 1/6 of its value. Landowners who wish to participate seal over 170 of these since

in this Assessment should contact their local Soil and 2007
Water Conservation District for application forms and 3. Knox County SWCD AC/EC
wrt-uher mfomlflt;on'St ips go? Answers are on the back of the 5. Seas of green In the winter
ere can Filter Strips go~ ) : :
On land to protect environmentally sensitive areas, such last page 6. Kara’s favorite Species are
as lakes, small streams, small rivers, and ponds. Areas of all....
overland flow only, not concentrated flow, or 7. Stabilizing Knox County one at
out-of-bank flow if that is the predominant flow. a time

Have you considered creating
Pollinator Habitat (some native bunch grass and LOTS of wildflowers),
but you don’t have land with cropping history to be eligible for CRP?

We have State Cost-Share for that!

Most of our clients have converted
turf grass to pollinator habitat!

SWCDs can provide up to 75% cost-share
(up to $968.93/ac) on up to 10 ac max per
application. This is a five-year commit-
ment. Contact your local SWCD by March
1st to get approved before spring planting.

Some other programs offered for Pollina-

tor Habitat include CRP (check with FSA
for eligibility) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (see ad on page 7).

Native Grasses
and Wildflowers

Open May — September

by appointment
Attract butterflies and pollinators
by adding native wildflowers
and grasses to your landscaping.

24219 W. Laura Rd., Williamsfield ~ 309-639-4346
www.pleasantprairienursery.com




WANTED:
WELL TO DECOMISSION In 2026

In fall 2025, Don, Justin and James Moffitt
prepare to seal a dug well along the Wolf
Covered Bridge Road

State agencies estimate that there are at least 100,000 improperly
abandoned water wells in Illinois that could threaten local health
and safety.

To promote awareness of ground water quality and safety, the
Knox County SWCD holds an annual well sealing demonstra-
tion.

Through the IL Dept of Agriculture Partners For Conservation
Grant, the Knox County SWCD provides 75% cost-share, not to
exceed $500 for each dug well ($850 max for a drilled well). By
following the proper sealing procedures, a landowner may seal a
well him/herself to save on contractor costs.

Landowners are encouraged to apply for assistance, even when
multiple wells need attention. Applications are accepted
year-round and must first be approved at monthly

SWCD board meetings.

For guestions regarding sealing procedures, contact
Environmental Health at the Knox County Health Department
(309) 344-2224. For questions regarding cost-share assistance or
to offer your location for a future demonstration, please call the
Knox County Soil and Water Conservation District

at (309) 342-5138 ext. 3.

Deer, Rabbits, & Squirrels...
oh my!

Plantskydd: Deer and Rabbit repellent
for use on trees, landscaping, and gardens

The Knox County SWCD is a Plantskydd distributor. It is an
animal repellent developed in Sweden, now made in the USA
from 100% natural ingredients. The active ingredient is dried
porcine and/or bovine blood, recognized by the EPA as an
environmentally safe ingredient and is exempt from EPA
federal pesticide registration.

Plantskydd lasts up to 6 months over winter on dormant plants
and up to 4 months during the active growing season.

We sell it at the office year-round
and always have it on hand at our
annual Spring Tree Sale.

For more information on
the product, visit
http://www.plantskydd.com

Interested in advice and
potential financial assistance to
improve wildlife habitat
on your land?

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s

Partners Program is voluntary and non-regulatory.

The program is:

o Landowner driven

« Efficient and quick

e Minimally bureaucratic for landowners

o Oriented toward partnerships, particularly with local
conservation groups and agencies

« Project decisions are made by qualified Service staff
in the field

« Open to habitat work regardless of current land-use

Contact Scott James, USFWS Private Lands Biologist,
for more information!
scott_james@fws.gov

(309) 207-3403

https://www.fws.gov/program/partners-fish-and-wildlife
https://www.fws.qgov/midwest/rockisland/

2026 Knox County Soil & Water Conservation District
Max and Frances Sanford Memorial Scholarship

|
|
|
|
: Scholarship deadline is April 1, 2026.

: The scholarship is offered to a Knox County resident who is currently enrolled or planning to

| enroll in an Agricultural or an Environmental related field at a junior college or 4 year college or
I university. Applicants must have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher, submit an application with
I current transcripts (REQUIRED) and write an essay on “What conservation means to you and

I how do you plan to incorporate conservation into your future plans?”

: Scholarship applications can be found at the district office 233 S. Soangetaha Rd. Galesburg, or
I online at www.knoxcountyilswcd.wixsite.com/knox. For questions contact the district office at
| (309) 342-5138 ext. 3 or email knoxcoilswcd@gmail.com

Required: A copy of your most recent transcripts

NAME: PHONE:
ADDRESS: EMAIL:
CITY & ZIP:

HIGH SCHOOL.:

HIGH SCHOOL GPA OR COLLEGE GPA:

COLLEGE YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND OR CURRENTLY
ATTENDING:

Number of years of Vo-Ag in High School

Number of years of FFA in High School
Number of years of FCCLA in High School

What program are you pursuing or plan to pursue?
W

hat Financial Aid have you applied for in addition to this scholarship?

List activities that you have participated in (High School, College, Church, and Community)
related to agriculture or the environment:

I On a separate sheet (not to exceed one page) submit a statement telling the selection committee
: what conservation means to you and how you plan to incorporate conservation into your future
plans.

| | understand that the amount of this scholarship varies. | certify that | plan to attend college this

I fall as a full time student pursuing an agricultural or environmental related program. Also, |

I hereby grant the right for the selection committee to review my academic records for the purpose
of determining my grade point average.

I Signature

| Please return completed form to:
| Knox County SWCD

| Attn: Scholarship Committee

I 233 S. Soangetaha Road

I Galesburg, IL 61401




FARM SERVICE DIRECTORY

STREITMATTER LAND IMPROVEMENT, INC.

110 S. Main St.
Wyoming, IL 61491
Bus: 309.695.2800
Cell: 309.696.9861
starktiler@gmail.com

MEMBER OF

JOHNSTON LAND IMPROVEMENT
2034 Knox Road 1750E
Victoria, Illinois 61485
Bus: 309.879.2400

Cell: 309.368.0660

Interested in advertising in our next newsletter?
Want pricing and sizing information? Reach out!
We are so lucky to have a community that reads our newsletters &
supports local businesses!

knoxcoilswcd@gmail.com

Required Management on CRP Acres
Participants in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are responsible for
maintaining the acreage under contract to the minimum specifications and acreages
as required by their conservation plan and supporting documents. This includes not
only controlling excessive weeds, invasive species, and trees in grass practices, but
completing required management on CRP practices as scheduled in your
conservation plan.
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Conservation Crossword Answers

ACross

Down
1. Plantskydd 1. Pollinator
2. Wells
| 3. Kara
3. Katie 4. Forester
5. Cover Crops ’
6. Natives

7. Streambank

Ken Russell 5th Grade Outdoor Education Day

September 18, 2025 — Katie enjoyed being at Lake Storey Park for a day
of fun & education! The Ken Russell 5th Grade Outdoor Education Day
was a great success. The District presented the Natural Resources
Scavenger Hunt activity at the Regional Office of Education’s event.

This annual event hosted 444 students in attendance from Knox County
schools (Abingdon/Avon, Galesburg, Knoxville, ROWVA, and
Williamsfield).

Katie presented a brief introduction on our topic. Students then worked in
small groups to “find” the scattered items. Each group had to decide if the
items found were a renewable or non-renewable resource. They also had
to decide what each item is made from: animals, plants, rocks, minerals or
crude oil. Some items really stumped them! Do you know what a pair of
polyester pants are made from?

Other stations included; Introduction to Fishing, Butterflies & Bees,
Aquatics, Native American History, Nature Trivia, & Weather.

Katie with her friend Priya,
whose mom works at NRCS!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE!

ALL ADVERTISERS HELP CONTRIBUTE TO THE COST OF THIS NEWSLETTER




